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Several processes, e i t h e r  currently i n  operation or i n  the 
development s tage,  o f f e r  s ignif icant  prospects for conversion of coal  
i n t o  re la t ive ly  clean gaseous or  l iqu id  fuels ,  
processes needed €OK economic v i a b i l i t y ,  likewise suggest a po ten t ia l  
f o r  s ignif icant  environmental degradations i n  the immediate neighborhood 
of the conversion f a c i l i t y .  
of coal conversion f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be assessed not only i n  terms of absolute 
potent ia l  but also i n  terms of  l i k e l y  eff luent  discharges based on 
application of demonstrated control technology. These assessments w i l l  
draw heavily on an on-going study being conducted for the Environmental 
Protection Agency; a study t h a t  has involved discussion with process 
developers, plant  v i s i t s  and a detai led analysis of t h e  probable 
environmental eff luents  from several coal conversion processes. 
comparison w i l l  alfio be made of the probable magnitude of e f f luent  discharges 
t o  be expected from coal  conversion processes re la t ive  to those from a l te rna te  
processes using coal and other f o s s i l  fuels  f o r  production of equivalent 
quantities of clean energy. 

The scale  of these 

The magnitude of the environmental aspects 

A 


